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Dear reader,

How can we, as urban designers, contribute
to the enduring city and actually bring
about change? 

Based on the five aspects of the enduring 
city, we have divided the guide into 
chapters which all examine this question. 
These aspects can be found in the table of 
contents on the previous page. 
Many of our projects and insights into 
sustainability, urbanism and transtitions 
have found a place in the guide. Various 
topics are discussed, including floating 
cities, building with the underground, 
heat corridors, circularity in post-war 
neighbourhoods and more. 

You can read the whole document, browse 
through it, read individual chapters or view 
only the intros and solutions. In addition, 
we have also included a reflection by Rients 
Dijkstra in which he responds to the various 
aspects, as discussed in the chapters, from 
his experience and perspective. Besides 
new insights, this reflection offers even 
more concrete tools to realise the liveable 
and enduring city. 

We hope you enjoy reading the guide 
and that it inspires you and gives you 
the courage to take a new direction! 
 
The PosadMaxwan team

About this guideContent
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Achieving a healthy 
balance

Sustainability is about achieving a healthy 
balance between people, the environment 
and a prosperous community, without 
depleting the earth. This balance poses 
major challenges to the political, social 
and spatial debate. How can we meet our 
present needs while ensuring that we do 
not limit the needs and desires of future 
generations? This is what the pursuit of 
the resilient city is all about.  

Climate adaptation, circularity and a 
sustainable energy and mobility system 
are topics PosadMaxwan is extensively 
committed to. And we are not alone. Anyone 
involved in enduring cities will recognise that 
forms of climate friendliness are discussed 
in all sorts of ways. Everyone uses their 
own starting points and definitions. As a 
designer, how do you deal with the multitude 
of tasks and the need to translate them 
into spatial solutions on the one hand, and 
the hollow emptiness of the ever-widening 
container concepts on the other?

In the first four chapters, we seek an 
answer to this question. We try to work 
our way through the mush of definitions 
that characterise the resilient city. At the 
same time, we try to sharpen the container 
concepts. We do this by distinguishing four 
themes that we deal with a lot in our work and 
that touch on the essence of the resilient 
city: adaptivity, nature as the basis (‘nature-
based’), inclusiveness and circularity. So 
we move back and forth between the urban 

planning principles associated with each 
theme. Think of principles such as integral 
design and flexible framework, underlying 
values such as sustainability and equity. 
We also give inspiring examples that give 
substance to these values and principles 
and the subsequent means we can use as 
designers to take action. In chapter five, we 
then delve deeper into the question: what 
design tools help to put our money where 
our mouth is at every scale?

Design is an ideal tool for making complex
issues understandable to a wide audience
in a visually pleasing way. By facilitating
this creative process as designers, we can
contribute to the debate and turn ideas
into actions that can be carried out to
create resilient cities. We can do this, but
the question remains: how? We need to
develop our skills further in order to be
able to better answer this question. Critical
reflection is an ongoing process. Therefore
we have created a guide to help achieve
this.

Introduction
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1The enduring city 
starts today

We live in a time where everything has to 
happen as quickly as possible – yesterday 
rather than today. New homes have to be built 
at lightning speed, the energy transition is in 
full swing and climate change is knocking on 
our door. In addition to political and social 
challenges, the changes also entail spatial 
challenges: there is no one-size-fits-all 
solution. In any case, an important issue for 
the resilient city is that we must accept that we 
do not know, and cannot know at the moment, 
what is going to happen. Rather than trying to 
control the future, designing enduring cities 
requires us to be flexible and think ahead.
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Due to population growth, the demand for 
short-term adjustments to public space and 
urban planning is increasing. The choices 
that must be made have consequences 
for society, economy and the planet. In the 
choices that we make today, the economic 
and social benefits are often prioritized. As 
a result, options that don’t contribute to the 
environment have a competitive advantage 
over sustainable projects. However, it is 
precisely these that cities need the most 
to bring benefit in both the short and long 
term.  

By considering the social and environmental 
impact in addition to financial costs and 
benefits, opportunities arise to build 
enduring cities that can withstand the 
uncertainties of the future. Achieving this 
resilience requires a combination of factors 
such as sustainability, adaptivity and 
diversity. A concrete example of the synergy 
of these factors on a small scale can be 
seen at the Slachthuiswijk in Antwerp. On 
the one hand, there is a short-term wish to 
build homes in a new neighborhood, on the 
other hand, there is a long-term need for 
greening the city and climate adaptation.

To connect these two needs, a new 
neighborhood has been designed in which 
nature is in the foreground. The abundance 
of greenery reduces heat stress in the 
district and a smart water system collects, 
stores and absorbs rainwater in the soil. In 
the short term, a livable neighborhood will 
be created with new homes in a car-free 
neighborhood full of parks and playgrounds, 
while the greening and water management 
ensure that the Slachthuiswijk is prepared 
for future climate challenges such as heavy 
rainfall and increasingly hot summers.

Taking steps across borders

To really contribute to resilient cities, 
looking only at small scale interventions 
is not enough: an overarching vision is 
needed. For example, the Port of Rotterdam 
and the Municipality of The Hague have 
developed a unique plan for a heat corridor: 
WarmtelinQ. The underground pipeline 
transports the residual heat from the port 
of Rotterdam to The Hague, with which 
homes and companies can be heated in a 
sustainable way. The work needed to realize 
the pipeline creates opportunities to make 
the area resilient in the long term. Instead 
of only supplying green heat with the 
heat corridor, the area through which the 
pipeline runs can be provided with shaded 
areas, greening and water. In this way, not 
only the energy transition, but also climate 
adaptation becomes part of the process.

Think big, start small

“Options that don’t 
contribute to the 

environment have a 
competitive advantage 

over sustainable 
projects.”

Small changes in the short term can mean a 
lot in the long term for sustainability and the 
resilience of entire cities. The choices must 
be based on more than just the financial 
benefits that urban development can bring. 
The Netherlands is a good example with 
its fight against water. In the short term it 
seems sensible to invest in the expansion 
of the Randstad conurbation, that stretches 
from Utrecht to Amsterdam and Rotterdam; 
several large cities are located together, 
with more inhabitants and more social and 
economic capital. 

A look into the future: 

dealing with unpredictability

However, looking further ahead and 
considering the uncertainty surrounding 
climate change, these choices become 
more complex and require well-considered 
analyzes on themes such as housing below 
sea level. Since the exact course of climate 
change is uncertain, it is important to 
be flexible with the possible choices and 
associated consequences. Visualizing 
extreme outcomes in future scenarios can 
help to provide a better insight into which 
choices today can lead to which outcome.

“Small changes in the 
short term can mean 
a lot in the long term 
for sustainability and 

the resilience of entire 
cities.”
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Conclusion
It is important to always look beyond a 
local need, assignment or challenge. The 
construction of a new neighborhood offers a 
unique opportunity to make a city greener in 
the short term and more resilient to climate 
change in the long term. Infrastructures 
that help realize the energy transition can 
serve as a basis for improving biodiversity 
and nature in the future. Instead of fighting 
against water, we can work with water so 
that we move towards the desired future 
perspectives. 

By designing sustainable frameworks 
within which different initiatives can thrive, 
designers can contribute to enduring cities 
that meet short-term needs while enabling 
long-term change. More on this in our next 
blog! 
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2Design with 
nature, not 
against it

Climate change is a global phenomenon that 
has significant impacts on urban life: sea levels 
are rising and extreme weather events such 
as floods, droughts and storms are increasing. 
Ultimately, all of this will have costly impacts 
on cities’ basic services, infrastructure, 
housing, livelihoods and health. The traditional 
approach to these kinds of threats is hardcore 
engineering; to beat back or retain the water 
with iron and concrete. However, the magnitude 
of the current challenges calls for an adaptive 
approach in order to contribute to resilient 
cities.
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Flexible, versatile and nature-based designs 
integrated in the public realm – those 
should form the basis of new adaptation 
strategies. Cities are building more and 
more infrastructure to cope with climate 
change, and in this process it is important 
to look beyond short-term protection. 
As discussed in the previous blog, they 
need to consider the long-term effects on 
communities, their economies and their 
relationships with water. The uncertainties 
of future climate change and population 
growth mean that cities must build flexible 
protection systems. And to go one step 
further; cities must learn to give space to 
water instead of trying to push it back.

The floating city: be flexible 

with water

A good example of a flexible adaptation 
strategy that leaves space for water is 
the design for a floating city on the Grote 
Rug water reservoir in Dordrecht. The 
neighborhood Grote Rug moves with 
the tides of the Wantij River and simply 
rises during floods, keeping the district 
functional and safe regardless of the water 
level. At the same time, it serves as an 
evacuation destination for refugees from 
flooded inner-dike parts of Dordrecht. The 
design shows that a new district can move 
flexibly with a changing water level instead 
of rigidly keeping the water out. In addition, 
the district distinguishes itself from other 
water districts due to its high density and 

the presence of facilities and public spaces 
on the water. The design concept of the 
floating city is currently being further 
researched, which will result in a handbook 
with practical guidelines for sustainable 
urban development on the water. Extra 
attention is paid to spatial quality, ecology 
and technical and financial feasibility. 

The versatile public spaces 

of Slachthuissite

Another example of a high-density 
neighborhood that leaves room for greenery 
and water, without making concessions 
to facilities and public spaces, is the 
Slachthuissite in Antwerp. The design for 
a four-hectare green public space binds 
together the new and existing parts of 
the district and is filled with green play, 
sports and meeting spaces. A water 
study investigated what is needed to 
sustainably collect rainwater in and around 
the neighborhood, reuse it and allow it to 
penetrate into the soil in order to overcome 
both flooding and drought. The versatile 
designed sub-spaces Kalverpad and the 
Hallentuin are of great importance in the 
water concept. The collected rainwater in 
the Kalverpad offers adventurous water-rich 
play areas for children, and in the Hallentuin 
the collected water forms a peaceful water 
garden for local residents and students. 

One city ahead of its time with urban design 
based on nature is Singapore: the city 
has developed over 7,800 acres of natural 
areas, gardens and parks over the past few 
decades and is now one of the greenest 
cities in the world. An inspiring example is 
the design of Bishan Park by Ramboll Studio 
Dreiseitl. The plan increases the capacity 
of the Kallang River by transforming the 
utilitarian concrete canal into a naturalized 
river, creating a new urban riverine park. In 
this way, the nature-based design meets 
the dual needs for water supply and flood 
management and creates a valuable green 
space in the city for humans and animals.

The naturalized river of 

Bishan Park

© Ramboll Studio Dreiseitl

Mexico City’s Parque Lineal La Viga by 
ERREQ ERRE may not look quite as lush or 
green as the other examples, but it is per-
fectly adapted to Mexico City’s hot climate 
and water management issues. The 16,500 
m2 park is intended to prevent flooding and 
drinking water shortages and offers cooling 
during heat waves. The park is within wal-
king distance for 30,000 residents and can 
be reached by public transport in less than 
thirty minutes for another 4.6 million resi-
dents. The adaptation strategy is so well 
integrated into the public space that the 
many visitors of the park have stimulated 
the economic development of the surroun-
ding underprivileged neighborhoods. In 
short, it is a wonderful example of inclusive 
climate adaptation.

Integrated Parque Lineal La 

Viga

© Erreqerre

“Flexible, versatile and 

nature-based designs 

integrated in the public 

realm – those should form 

the basis of new adaptation 

strategies.”
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Conclusion
As our traditional hardcore engineering 
approach to the threats of climate change 
falls short, we need to adopt a different 
one. The examples in this blog illustrate 
the wide range of possibilities and win-
wins that can be created if we choose to 
design with nature instead of against it, 
while also taking people and their wellbeing 
in account. We need to think beyond the 
standard technical solutions and build on 
strategies with a flexible, versatile design, 
based on nature and integrated into the 
public realm and the life around it.

Back to table of contents
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3Resilient cities 
for all

Creating resilient cities begins with people. 
Unfortunately, too many urban interventions 
fail to serve all parts of society. Rather than 
the needs and desires of the potential users, 
the spaces reflect the designer’s perspective 
of what a public space should be used for. This 
leads to unused spaces that locals cannot 
relate to and frustrated municipalities who 
have invested a great deal without the desired 
results. So how do we develop enduring cities 
that respond to the needs of everyone?
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As we described in our first blog, when 
enduring cities are appreciated by many, 
they are cared for and sustained by many. 
But how can the diversity of all needs be 
incorporated into urban design? Before we 
can answer this question, it is important to 
establish what we mean by diversity. There 
are many definitions, but at the core they 
all agree that diverse urban spaces should 
accommodate all citizens, regardless of 
age, gender, background or other physical 
or mental features and (dis)abilities. This 
does not mean each space needs to tend to 
everyone’s needs – inclusive design is not 
about creating everything for everyone, but 
about creating something in a fair balance.

The importance of greenSecondly, momentum can be more        
important than measurable impact. 
Designers, planners, and policy makers 
often feel the need to make decisions 
for healthy cities based on the time-
consuming comparison of quantifiable 
data. However, reacting to existing energy 
in the area might have much more impact 
than waiting for the “perfect” spatial 
intervention that ticks all the boxes. 
Reacting to existing energy happened, for 
example, with skatepark Zeeburgereiland in 
Amsterdam. A group of enthusiastic skaters 
initiated and lobbied for a skatepark, which 
led to a close collaboration between the 
skaters, residents and the municipality of 
Amsterdam to actually build the park. The 
area has now become a vibrant location 
that promotes physical activity and attracts 
skaters from all over the Netherlands. 

The inclusive design 

process

What could a more inclusive design 
process look like? This was investigated 
in neighborhood De Staart in Dordrecht, 
resulting in three lessons learned. Firstly, 
co-creation invites residents to feel a sense 
of ownership of urban spaces. This leads 
to more use of those spaces and better 
social cohesion between those involved. 
An interesting example of an inclusive 
design process is the housing development 
Hunziker Areal in Zurich. In the “Mehr als 
Wohnen” cooperative project, the design of 
the open spaces included both permanent 
and flexible design elements. This approach 
allowed residents to decide for themselves 
how the public spaces should be filled in, 
helping to build social cohesion from the 
beginning and improve the mental wellbeing 
of all residents. 

© Skateon

“The inclusive design 

process includes not only 

people, but also nature.”

The inclusive design process includes not 
only people, but also nature. After all, green 
public spaces are places where people can 
interact, socialize, recreate and identify 
with the environment. Green spaces may 
not be able to solve all urban problems, 
but they are a relatively inexpensive way of 
improving the living environment. To create 
more space for greenery, it should be inclu-
ded as an essential design element at the 
beginning of every project. For example, in 
the project for Leiden Central Station, the 
design took into account not only people, 
but also animals and plants. In order to rea-
lize sufficient space for high-quality urban 
greenery both above and below ground, 
experts who know what plants and animals 
need to thrive must be invited early on in the 
process. In turn, a balance can be achieved 
for the entire ecological system, including 
the people and the urban conditions they 
create.

“Inclusive design is not 

about creating everything 

for everyone, but about 

creating something in a fair 

balance.”

Finally, a design process can only be   
inclusive if it is informed by different 
perspectives; throughout different phases 
and on all levels of the design process. 
An inclusive design process is based on 
continuous critical reflection of one’s own 
position and work in relation to the shifting 
positions of the people we are working for. 
This means an inclusive design manual 
could never be “finished”, but is constantly 
developing to not only accommodate 
current generations but future ones too.
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Conclusion
Designing diverse and resilient cities that 
stimulate healthy living for all starts with 
involving different perspectives early on 
in the process. These perspectives not 
only include designers, policy makers 
and planners, but also local residents. 
Ultimately, the inclusive environment can 
only be established if everyone works 
together. At the same, time it goes beyond 
the inclusion of people, and also includes 
nature. It should also be kept in mind that 
what people want today might not be what 
people want tomorrow, and climate change 
makes the need for greenery in the city 
greater than ever. Designing for enduring 
cities therefore takes into account nature, 
the diversity of existing places, users and 
uses and translates these into potential 
futures. This idea – working with what is 
already there – is also at the basis of a 
circular design approach, which we will 
discuss in our next blog!

Back to table of contents
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4From city trash to 
city treasure

In a world where resources are rapidly running 
out and economic growth continues to damage 
the planet, there is one logical alternative: 
circularity. When we close the circle of material 
use, one person’s waste becomes a valuable 
resource for another. In our constant search 
for newer, bigger and more we often fail to 
realize that we already have everything we 
need. To contribute to enduring cities, further 
development should not be based on quantity, 
but on respect for the existing quality of the 
earth we inhabit. Circularity takes advantage 
of current resources in order to enhance future 
qualities – and cities are pre-eminently the 
place where this can take shape.
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Circularity is first and foremost about 
reducing and reusing materials. The 
opportunities and urgency for circular 
material flows are greatest in cities. By 
2050, two-thirds of the world’s population 
is expected to live in urban areas. Although 
these centers cover only 2% of the world’s 
total surface area, they account for about 
75% of the total consumption of natural 
resources, and urban dwellers produce 50% 
of all waste. As such, the impact of cities on 
pollution, climate change and biodiversity 
loss is disproportionate.

The circularity bonus

Urban circularity: rather 

today than tomorrow

It is not only the consumptive behavior in 
cities that has a negative climate impact 
but the layout of cities also plays a major 
role. Soil sealing with, for example, hard 
pavement materials increases water 
infiltration problems and heat stress, 
not to mention the high CO2 footprint of 
asphalt and concrete. In order to provide 
a healthy living environment for everyone, 
the densification of cities requires a 
quality boost of the existing public space 
where circular design can play a role. 
Luckily, circularity is already anchored in 
national ambitions. For example, the Dutch 
government wants to run entirely on a 
waste-free economy by 2050 and use half 
as many raw materials by 2030. While steps 
are being made, time is ticking and we need 
to act now. How can we accelerate this shift 
to circularity as urban designers?

“Circularity is first and foremost about reducing and reusing 

materials.”

First of all, realizing a better, sustainable 
living environment starts with looking 
at the bigger picture. The circularity 
transition does not stand alone, but must 
always be addressed in combination with 
other transitions. During our research 
on circularity in post-war neighborhoods 
it became apparent that if we look at 
circularity in relation to other ambitions of 
cities and integrated design, more can be 
gained from reducing and reusing materials. 
For example, by minimizing the space claim 
of mobility, we can unpave public spaces 
and  collect the discarded materials and 
use them in new developments. As a bonus, 
such transformation projects also make 
it possible to create more green public 
spaces, improve water systems and promote 
biodiversity.

Let knowledge guide us

The second way in which design can 
accelerate the transition to a circular 
public spaces strategy is by helping to 
revise municipal public space guides where 
design principles and materials for use in 
renovation or new construction projects 
are specified. If these guides integrate 
principles of circularity, public space in 
cities will automatically become more 
circular and sustainable with every new 
project. With its so-called “Puccini method”, 
Amsterdam, a circular forerunner among 
Dutch municipalities, provides an inspiring 
example of how municipalities can create 
attractive, sustainable living environments 
by using less materials and reusing more. 

Connecting the dots: past 

and future

Finally, the added value of designers as 
advocates for circularity lies in their ability 
to inspire and creatively reuse materials on 
a practical level. Public spaces are currently 
full of materials that can be reused, but how 
do we know what is available where? And 
when? What can the materials be reused 
for? Research by design can form the bridge 
between now and the future and scenarios 
can give insights into how to answer 
these very questions. Material banks can 
accommodate the incoming and outgoing 
flows, but not all the materials will be in the 
same condition. Creativity is needed when 
refurbishing and reusing damaged materials 
and experimenting with irregular shapes. 
The Japanese “wabi sabi” principle, which 
honors the beauty of imperfections, lends 
itself perfectly to a circular public space 
with restored materials that show traces of 
a flawed past. Designers can translate the 
possibilities and convince their clients of 
their beauty.

“It is not only the consumptive behavior in cities that has a 

negative climate impact but the layout of cities also plays a 

major role.”
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Conclusion
Designers can contribute to a transition to 
circularity in at least three ways: by working 
on integral designs that improve different 
transitions simultaneously, by rethinking 
municipal policies that stimulate circularity 
and by devising creative methods for reusing 
second-hand materials. Public space is an 
important testing ground for circularity, 
especially because this is where major 
transitions become visible to the public eye 
and public awareness and involvement can 
be encouraged. Design can help to combine 
separate ambitions into something greater 
than the sum of its parts, visualize what is 
possible and entice a new aesthetic. With 
design we can help to transform what we 
already have into something better; into a 
resilient and circular world.

Back to table of contents
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5Bring about real 
change

Just talking about change does not lead to 
actual change. An enduring city is one that is 
adaptive, nature-based, inclusive and circular, 
but without critical reflection and a proper 
definition, these terms mean very little. In our 
previous four blogs, we therefore established 
a general understanding of what an enduring 
city is and what it should look like. The goal 
is clear, time is ticking and we are inspired to 
contribute to the enduring city – but how can 
we as designers actually bring about change?
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Taking action towards enduring cities 
requires a ‘think big, act small’ approach. 
While this line of thinking is well embedded 
in the field of urban design, a too clear 
distinction is frequently made between 
long-term ambitions and short-term 
actions. We tend to forget that ambition 
and action are not opposed to each other. 
It is not think big or act small, but these are 
needed at the same time. Together, small 
steps and actions today lead to tomorrow’s 
bigger picture: a sustainable city in 2050. 

Small-scale action: Public 

space designs

Small-scale plots are part of larger systems. 
Therefore, the natural and artificial systems 
in design plots should be thoroughly 
mapped, both above and below ground. 
By collaborating with experts from other 
disciplines, we learn how different elements 
from different systems influence small-scale 
design and vice versa. For example, the 
location of underground pipes influences 
where trees can be placed. The placement 
of the trees in turn influences how heat 
stress in urban areas can be tackled. It is 
thus important to understand the synergies 
to establish holistic design solutions that 
work well for all the different systems 
involved.

From small to large scale 

actions

Urban designers can respond in many ways 
to the four enduring city themes that we 
discussed in our blogs. At the core lays an 
integral approach to design. This means 
that relevant systems – such as climate, 
mobility, material flows and energy – must 
all be considered from the start of every 
project. In addition, experts from multiple 
disciplines should be invited at an early 
stage of a project to help think about how 
the different systems can work in synergy. 
Especially in the Netherlands, natural 
systems such as soil, water and biotopes, 
had to give way to forms of urbanization, 
so special attention must be given to these 
systems. Local residents and entrepreneurs 
and the experience of urban spaces by their 
local users must also be included. In short, 
the enduring city requires an expansion of 
our field of knowledge. This applies to all 
different scales on which urban designers 
operate; public space design, spatial 
frameworks and (regional) strategies. On 
any scale, every small step contributes to 
the enduring city, which gives us as urban 
designers all the more reason to make them 
concrete. 

One of the actions that can be taken on 
the medium scale is to design robust 
frameworks that can be filled in flexibly 
towards the future. Applying insights from 
both the smaller and larger scale projects 
and ambitions is of great importance 
here. This way, the knowledge of current 
and future developments on the scale of 
buildings, building blocks or public space 
can be used to design a framework that 
makes sense in its context. The ambitions of 
professionals must be taken into account, 
but also the ambitions of residents and 
local entrepreneurs. As leas as important 
is collaborating with financial experts to 
come to alternative calculation methods, 
which are based on more than just the 
financial benefits that urban development 
can provide. At the same time, coming from 
the larger scale, insights from overarching 
strategies are applied to frameworks to give 
abstract ambitions a concrete place.  

Medium-scale action: 

Spatial frameworks

Large-scale action: Design 

strategies

On a large scale, designers can use extreme 
future design scenarios as a method to 
visualize potential futures and stimulate 
the debate around enduring cities. During 
design sessions, urban designers use their 
skills to visualize complexities and facilitate 
a creative process between different parties 
involved. To drive action, future design 
scenarios can suggest small, first steps 
toward a preferred scenario by pointing out 
key locations and key development projects.

“Experts from multiple disciplines should be invited at an early 

stage of a project to help think about how the different systems 

can work in synergy.”

On the scale of public space, many nature-
inclusive design principles are directly 
applicable in design projects. For instance, 
by designing nesting areas and facilities for 
small animals, birds and insects, we can 
increase biodiversity. In addition, designers 
can contribute to enduring cities by staying 
up to date on the latest nature-based 
materials and solutions. This practical 
knowledge can be integrated to practical 
policy guides and municipal guides for 
public space.
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Conclusion
To achieve enduring cities by 2050, we have 
provided several concrete design tools 
that help urban designers to take action at 
any scale. Mastering these tools helps to 
contribute to realizing enduring cities. The 
main takeaway from this blog is that change 
does not happen on its own – collaboration 
between and with all kinds of parties is 
necessary to bring about real change. In this 
way, an integrated approach can be applied 
to the various challenges we face on the 
road to enduring cities.

Back to table of contents
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Sustainability is a theme that we as urban 
planners deal with on a daily basis. At the 
same time, it is an umbrella concept that 
designers and clients are happy with to 
dive into. When we talk about plans for 
an enduring city the audience is always 
enthusiastic, but when it comes down to 
actually implementing those plans, their 
interest often wanes. We need to not 
only emphasize the right ambitions but 
also deliver results. In order to affect real 
change, we have to identify the challenges, 
express their urgency and act upon them.

Within our field, assignments often arise as 
a response to an acute demand, for example 
for the construction of extra houses in the 
short term. These assignments do not often 
take enough consideration into what our 
choices will mean in the long term. It is 
surprising to see how small a role this plays 
in urban planning, although we contribute 
to developments that  should last fifty years 
or more. 

We also need to invest more into the 
realization of greener cities. Greening 
cities can achieve so much at once: it has a 
positive effect on people’s moods, healthy 
outdoor living is encouraged, urban ecology 
is restored, heat stress can be reduced, 
effects of heavy rainfall can be regulated, 
and cities become more beautiful. A first 
step towards achieving more green is to 
search for unnecessarily paved spaces and 
replace them with green. As urban planners, 
we can use the power of design to show what 
we want to achieve and which mitigation 
tools will help us reach those goals. Starting 
off with some quick wins can be interesting. 
Instead of waiting for larger projects, it 
can be quite effective to start with small 
but good interventions in order to provide 
insight and show what an enormous effect 
green can have with a limited budget.

The third chapter of the guide focuses 
on inclusivity. In a broad sense, it is clear 
what is meant by inclusiveness: all layers 
of society feel at ease anywhere in the city. 
A current topic is the inclusiveness of the 
housing market. In the Netherlands, mixed-
income development is a requirement for 
new-build projects so that all target groups 
are accommodated – from social housing 
to private housing and within various price 
ranges. However, this does not automatically 
occur everywhere in the city due to varying 
property values, which in turn puts pressure 
on the social quota. A shortage in one area 
can be compensated in other areas, but they 

“We can use the power of 

design to show what we 

want to achieve and which 

mitigation tools will help us 

reach those goals.”

The urgency of the 
resilient city
by Rients Dijkstra

Reflection

are often farther away from the city center 
and less attractive. This mechanism shows 
that critical design supported by strong 
policies is necessary in order to ensure the 
promised inclusiveness.

When it comes to circularity, we obviously 
begin looking into the possibilities of 
reusing existing materials from old projects 
in our new projects. To make the link with the 
greening of cities: an area that is decreasing 
its paved surfaces to make room for more 
green will be able to supply a mountain of 
used materials for another project. New 
plans should automatically make use of 
these old materials. The tendency to create 

unique designs using only new materials 
should gradually make way for creative 
designs using existing materials or a 
suitable mix of old and new.

Clients nowadays want to develop and 
build sustainably. Almost all cities have 
sustainable ambitions and visions for the 
future. You no longer hear anyone saying 
that they are not going to build inclusively, 
that they find green uninteresting or that 
they do not want to work with circular 
materials. We must prioritize achieving the 
intended visions. Resilient or enduring – it 
doesn’t matter what we call it as long as we 
take action.
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At PosadMaxwan we work to create
healthy, sustainable and smart cities
We show what a clean, healthy city looks
like and what we can do today to move
toward that goal.

We do this through a combination
of research, strategy, design and
implementation. We identify important,
urgent tasks and ask relevant questions
and deploy data to find human 
solutions. This way, we render 
challenges comprehensible so we can 
come up with new, spatial solutions. 
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